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“You Are Gods”

The Gospel of John, part 4

JOHN IS THE ONLY GOSPEL WRITER TO REALLY
talk about the “I AM.” I AM was the authoritative
God of the Old Testament. The Jews knew all about
Him because of the Scriptures—at least in their
limited way—but they could not grasp that Jesus
Christ was also that I AM in the flesh. The truth
shocked them and they rejected it. Still, Christ
undeniably proved He was the I Am.

The Most High God used Christ to establish His
government. We could call it the I AmM government.
That loving, powerful government is going to rule
in the Kingdom of God. Without it, this world would
return to its rebellion and sin; the problems satu-
rating the world today would swallow the World
Tomorrow as well.

But with that government, ALL MEN AND WOMEN
will have the wonderful opportunity to be ruled by
God’s loving authority! The I AM Family government
will bring peace into their lives for the first time.

The utopian vision of the Kingdom of God can
only be achieved with that government—the same
government that God is establishing through His
people today. Simply getting rid of human govern-
ments won't solve this world’s problems. It needs a
NEW GOVERNMENT—one ready to rule the world with
the love of God immediately when Christ returns.

“You ARE GODS”

Jesus Christ described the beautiful fruit of the I Am
government when He said, “I and my Father are ONE’
(John 10:30). These two have perfect unity, harmony
and agreement.

With the I AM government, we can enjoy that
same unity. We possess the thrilling potential to be
ONE with our Father as Christ is!

Christ told the Jews of His day about this potential,
but it offended them and they rejected it! The very
next verse in John 10 reads, “Then the Jews took up
stones again to stone him” (verse 31). “Again,” it says;
these deeply religious and utterly deceived people
repeatedly tried to kill the Son of God!

Trying to stone Christ was breaking the spirit of
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their own Ten Commandments—one of which states
‘you shall not kill.” This law was the foundation of all
that they believed; still they didn't hesitate to break it.

When Christ asked what motivated their violent
attitude toward Him, they said He had committed
BLASPHEMY, “because that thou, being a man, mak-
est thyself God” (verse 33). You're a man and you're
making yourself God. That was BLASPHEMY to them.
But they were speaking to the Word made flesh!

What does this have to do with you? Notice
Christ’s inspiring answer: “Jesus answered them, Is it
not written in your law, I said, Ye are gods?” (verse 34).

What a powerful statement! That should provoke
every person in this world who considers himself
Christian to study deeply what Christ meant! Jesus
Christ—the Word made flesh—said, Why are you
so upset when I tell you that I am the Son of God?
Look—it’s right there in your own Bible that YOU ARE
Gods! You all have the potential to be God—uwith a
capital “G”!

Look at the passage Christ was quoting. It is found
is Psalm 82—scriptures those Jews would have
known well but didn’t truly understand.

The Psalm opens with a vision of God judging the
affairs of this world. He sees much injustice: wicked
people being accepted, the poor and fatherless being
overlooked, the afflicted and needy being exploited.
The world aches with deadly social problems.

Verse 5 concludes, “[A]ll the foundations of the
earth are out of course.” WHEN ALL THE FOUNDA-
TIONS OF THE EARTH ARE OUT OF COURSE, THE WHOLE
STRUCTURE IS DOOMED TO COLLAPSE! And surely the
problems today are 10,000 times worse than when
David wrote this psalm.

How is God going to solve that monstrous prob-
lem? David and Jesus Christ had an answer. The
answer has been there, but man has not wanted it
because he has not yet suffered enough, and he still
believes he can work out a solution on his own. But
the harder he tries, the worse the problems become!
Just look around: ALL THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE
EARTH ARE OUT OF COURSE!



Because of man’s rebellion, “all the foundations
of the earth are out of course.” What does that mean?
It means that all religions, politics, education and
science have foundations that are out of course. We
can’t possibly solve our problems without FOUNDA-
TIONAL CHANGES!

Our planet is going to end up in a nuclear fire if we
don’t do some foundational repenting. We created
the problems, we must solve them.

Christ spoke to the Jews. But this is not just a
Jewish problem—aLL the foundations of the Earth
are out of course. Our evil human nature must be
foundationally changed.

Then Christ will use us to help Him put all the
foundations of the Earth on course.

“I have said, Ye are gods; and all of you are children
[or soNs] oF THE MOST HIGH” (verse 6).

not written in your law, I said, Ye are gods?”

WHEN YOU THINK ABOUT IT, THIS TRUTH OUGHT TO
SHAKE THE WHOLE UNIVERSE! Shouldn’t ANYONE ask,
What do you mean, Christ? What were you talking about
when you said to these rebellious Jews, “You are gods”?

Christ continued: “If he called them gods, unto
whom the word of God came, and the scripture can-
not be broken” (John 10:35). It cannot be broken! You
can stake your life on this!

“Say ye of him, whom the Father hath sanctified,
and sent into the world, Thou blasphemest; because
I said, I am the Son of God?” (verse 36). That is what
we are as well: sons of God. That is not blasphemy—it
is the truth. Saying it may make somebody want to
kill you, but it is still the truth. WE REALLY ARE SONS
OF Gob!

Why did God—the Word—come to this Earth? He

RS It is impossible for man to solve his came as the Son of God to declare the Father (John
problems apart from God. Without  1:18). We were created to be the sons of our Father—to
Ourpotential to God’s Holy Spirit dwelling in us, we  be born into the Family of God.
be part Of God’s areincomplete. We need that Spirit to That is why we exist—why we were created.
. s become sons of God and set the Earth'’s The angels were not created to be sons of God
Splrlt—born foundations on the right course! (Hebrews 1:13-14); only men were. But still men
Family, and You ARE soNs OF Gop! We will  fight against fulfilling their transcendental, utterly
to assist our never correct this world’s problems  unique potential!
Fatherforever until we become sons of God—until How blessed we are to be human. What a godly
. > we BECOME Gobp. Our potential to  honor.
is the answer to pe part of God’s Spirit-born Family, What a spectacular, inspiring message God has
the problems Of and to assist our Father forever, is the  for mankind—a message that should illuminate your

. ¢ answer to the problems of this world!
this world! The word Gods there could read
judges, and you might get an argument with some
scholars, but what did Jesus Christ say about it? When
He spoke with the Jews, He Himself said, “You are
Gods.” That same Greek word is used over 1,300 times
in the New Testament to refer to Gop HIMSELF! Christ
wasn'’t talking about judges—He was talking about
these Jews' potential to enter the very FAMILY OF GOD!
He was refuting their anger over His saying that He, a
man, was God.

If we are begotten today, we are sons of the Most
High Father! What a magnificent, mind-staggering
potential you have!

That is the INSPIRING TRUTH OF THE BIBLE!

The Jews were very bothered by what Christ said,
though He supported His statements by quoting right
from their own Bibles! They wanted to stone Him for
it! Elsewhere, Christ told these same individuals that
they were worshiping the devil! Still, here He was try-
ing to help them see how truly AWESOME their poten-
tial was—if only they would accept it!

The same human nature that affected those Jews
also drives people today; this truth still bothers peo-
ple. When we proclaim it, some people become angry
and label us a cult. But it’s what the Bible says! “Is it

2

life now—far beyond anything from this Earth.

This is the only hope mankind has.

But don't forget this: We have a lot of work to do to
drive out our carnality and to grow in the character
of God. We must allow God to shape and mold us in
order to fulfill our awesome, mountain-sized poten-
tial of becoming God.

God the Father and Jesus Christ sacrificed every-
thing to open up this potential to mankind. If they
are willing to endure that, it only makes sense that
striving for our potential will be difficult. After all,
we're going to be born into the very Family of God.
You ARE GoDSs!

Think about this deeply. Human life is about to be
extinguished. A new government must be ready to
move into its place! A new world requires a new gov-
ernment. God’s master plan ensures it will be there.
God will have a whole host of God Beings ready to
implement the I AM government.

That is why we are here—to be that new govern-
ment along with all the firstfruits from the past. We
must be ready to give people God’s loving government.

I Am!

In another instance, Jesus Christ came right out to
these Jews and identified who He was. He was about

ROYAL VISION | May-June 2007



to leave them, and said, “I go my way, and ye shall seek
me, and shall die in your sins: whither I go, ye cannot
come” (John 8:21). This statement perplexed them, and
Christ went on: “Ye are from beneath; I am from above:
ye are of this world; I am not of this world” (verse 23).

Then notice what He said: “I said therefore unto
you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not
that I Am he ...” (verse 24). The word he is in italics,
which indicates that the translators added it because
they thought it would make the verse more clear.
But here it obscures the fact that Christ referred to
Himself by His Old Testament title: T Am!

I AM is the self-existent God! Remember, the I AM
first identified himself to Moses, back in Exodus 3:14:
“And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he
said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I
AM hath sent me unto you.” That name means “I Will
Be What I Will Be” or “I Eternally Exist.” He is the I
Am—He is eternally there. If you examine the Hebrew
root words of that name, it means that He is what He
wants to be, He will do what He wills to do, when and
where He wants to. It also means I will be what I want
to be, when I want to be it, how I want to be it.

Christ revealed Himself as the God of the Old
Testament that the Jews were so familiar with. He
was standing right there, looking at those Jews and
saying, Yes, I'm discussed in the Bible—that Old
Testament which you praise but don’t obey—and I'm
telling you, 1 Am that I Am! If you don'’t believe that 1
AM, you will die in your sins! The Jews virtually wor-
shipped the Old Testament—even though they didn’t
believe it. They knew that the I AM was the God of the
Old Testament—the only Bible there was at that time.

Their God was standing before them! This was
striking at the foundation of their religion. Either
they repented foundationally, or they had to reject
this God in the flesh who said He was the I Am. They
chose to do the latter.

“Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted
up the Son of man, then shall ye know that I am [he],
and [that] I do nothing of myself; but as my Father
hath taught me, I speak these things” (John 8:28).
Christ was the omnipotent I AM. Yet He said He did
nothing of Himself, He only spoke what His Father
had taught Him.

He was the all-powerful God of the Old Testament
and at the same time, totally submissive to His Father.
What an astounding example for all of us.

Any one of us can submit to the Father if we follow
Christ’s humble example.

“Jesus said unto them, If God were your Father, ye
would love me: for I proceeded forth and came from
God; neither came I of myself, but he sent me” (verse
42). God sent the I Am, the Head of this Church.

“Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your
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father ye will do. He was a murderer from the begin-
ning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no
truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of
his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it” (verse 44).
This is STRONG CORRECTION from Jesus Christ, the [ Am.

Christ does give correction when we need it. As
Hebrews 12:7-11 say, we don'’t even have a Father if
we're not receiving correction! Our responsibility is
simply to keep ourselves in a state of mind where we
can humbly accept that correction.

These Jews, however, did not accept it. They
responded, “Art thou greater than our father
Abraham, which is dead? and the prophets are dead:
whom makest thou thyself?” (John 8:53). They were
asking this of the I Am!

Christ again tried to show them just how defi-
cient their religion truly was (verses 54-56). The Jews
were talking about how they followed God and loved
Abraham. Christ called them liars! He wanted them
to realize that they didn’t know God! (And neither
does this world—Revelation 12:9.)

No wonder the Jews grew angry at Him. “Then
said the Jews unto him, Thou art not yet fifty years
old, and hast thou seen Abraham? Jesus said unto
them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham
was, I AM. Then took they up stones to cast at him:
but Jesus hid himself, and went out of the temple,
going through the midst of them, and so passed by”
(verses 57-59).

Christ mentioned the expression I Am three times
in this chapter. THE JEWS WANTED TO KILL HIM FOR
SAYING THAT—BUT THAT IS WHO HE was! This is who
the Head of this Church is! That fact should leave us
tremendously inspired—not wanting to stone the I
AM or His prophets!

JOHN’S PURPOSE WAS TO HELP US UNDERSTAND THE
preexistence OF CHRIST—THE I AM, WHO 1S ETERNAL.
He talks about the I Am three times in this chapter
alone. This is the God of the Old Testament, who
was very authoritative over Israel. He is the great
Melchisedec, who said, I will be whatever I want to be
within the context of God'’s purpose and God's law and
God’s calling. In implementing the I AM government,
He did rule with authority. When the Israelites went
astray, He corrected them. And here He was, stand-
ing before these Jews in the flesh!

Why didn’t the other gospel writers discuss the I
Am? This is some of the deepest truth in your Bible.
Christ spent much more time with John than most
of His disciples. Christ must have used this time to
explain this profound concept to him.

Also, John lived to be an old man, when the others
were killed. Since John didn’t write his gospel until
years later, he had even more time to meditate on
this extremely profound truth of God.



Now—as great
was, consider
marvelous thing

it was for Him
to be as humble

Christ took John into the I AM’s pre-existence
world. Not only was He the God of the Old Testament,
but John takes us back into the time when there was
only God and the Word (John 1:1).

It is hard to even imagine how electrifying and
inspiring the history of the I Am is.

How can we really understand our transcenden-
tal future, if we don't understand the extremely far-
reaching history of the Father and the Son?!

Here is a biography a billion times more impor-
tant than that of any human! John is trying to take
us as far into that world as he can. Only then can we
understand our extremely incredible future!

It is the most inspiring truth ever—by a million
times over! And it is not easy to take ourselves out of
this evil world into the world of God and the Word. It
takes a multitude of hours searching and searching
to even begin to understand. But if we
continue to seek diligently, this real
world of the ] AM WILL BECOME BEAU-
TIFULLY AND MAJESTICALLY REAL!

Imagine what it means to fully
understand the two Gods who created
mankind, the angels, animals and the
universe! Imagine the power and the
minds of those omnipotent Gods!

How could we not be filled with joy
and excitement if we comprehend this
world of God and the Word and our
future in it?!

Now—as great as this Being was, consider again
what a marvelous thing it was for Him to be as hum-
ble as He was.

as this Being

again what a

as He was.

THE I AM HOUMILITY

The fact that Jesus Christ was the majestic and
omnipotent I Am of the Old Testament makes His
attitude toward God the Father all the more beauti-
ful. “Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted
up the Son of man, then shall ye know that I AM"—He
was the great I AM!—“and that I do nothing of myself:
but AS MY FATHER HATH TAUGHT ME, | SPEAK THESE
THINGS” (John 8:28).

What a precious scripture. This all-powerful God
said, I do nothing of myself. And whatever my Father
taught me, that’s what I teach you. No person on this
Earth has ever come close to that example of humility!

Throughout His physical life, Christ always
remembered why He was there: From the beginning,
the master plan was that I come down to this Earth,
not to do my own will, but my Father’s will!

How can the great God of Ezekiel 1 and Revelation
1 be so humble? Consider the PowER—then consider
the HUMILITY.

Shouldn’t you and I have such humility?

oL

We are pitiful human beings. Compared to the I AM,
we are less than worms. Yet, can you and I submit to
the Father as the I Am did? Is this your greatest passion?

We are to follow Christ’s example. Bring this down
to your daily living.

Bring that humble attitude into your marriage.
How blessed would a husband and wife be if they both
said, I do NOTHING of myself! Everything I do in this
marriage, I do because my Father said do it. If we could
do that perfectly, we could have perfect marriages!

Can you husbands lead your families and submit
to the Father the way He did?

Can you wives submit to your husband the way
the Father and the I Am said you should? If you do,
you are submitting to God.

Think about a husband and wife and children
who all have a passion to please the Father, the Head
of the whole Family. That will be a spectacular family!

To have great families, we must submit to the I
AwM! He established marriage to be a certain way. A
woman must not disrespect the man who leads her; a
husband must not fail to love the wife God gave him.
If both parties in a marriage are submitting their
own will to God’s, and submitting to one another in
the fear of God (Ephesians 5:21), they will be putting
God’s government into action, and they are guaran-
teed to have a beautiful marriage.

Marriage was established by the I AMm, the great
God who perfectly submitted to His Father, who has a
plan to change civilization! We must realize it’s going
to take government to implement it. That is the foun-
dation of the government in the World Tomorrow!

The I AM had authority—but meditate deeply how
well He submits to authority! No wonder the Father
gave Him authority! The Father knew what He would
do with it. If He gave such authority to anyone on
Earth—anyone who wasn'’t so humble—it would be
savagely abused.

The Father created all things by Jesus Christ.
IMAGINE THE I AM CREATING EVERYTHING precisely AS
GOD WANTED IT DONE!

God wants you and me to follow that example. To
rule in His coming Kingdom, we must rule exactly
as God instructs us today. HE WILL NEVER TAKE A
CHANCE ON HAVING ANOTHER SIN-SATURATED WORLD
LIKE THE ONE WE LIVE IN TODAY. We must burn into
our minds this truth: We are here to imitate the I Am.
That means learning to use authority as He does, and
learning to submit to it as He does.

“And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath
not left me alone; for I do always those things that
please him” (John 8:29). This is one of my favorite
scriptures, if not the favorite. He does ALWAYS those
things that please the Father! He exhibits complete,
total loyalty to God!
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That is the beautiful attitude that will build the
Family of God.

BUILDING THE FAMILY

Everything the I AM did, He did to please His Father.
In a bad marriage sometimes, it is as though the hus-
band and wife do everything to displease each other!

Isaiah 3:12 prophesied of the upside-down fami-
lies in our world. Men won't lead. Even if they will,
women won't submit!

This is the relationship God created in order to
picture our marriage to Christ! Who do you think is
inspiring the aggressive push to turn that relation-
ship upside down?

I saw many examples in the Worldwide Church of
God of upside-down marriages. I've seen a number
of families leave the Church over the years where the
husband wasn’t the head. I know of many married
people who would probably have come into the pcG
if not for the twisted government in those families.
Satan will exploit that every time!

I have seen Satan destroy many families. Everyone
I have seen trying to conduct their marriages differ-
ently from the way God commands suffers break-
down in that relationship.

Wrong attitudes about marriage and family in this
world surge like a flood tide! Everyone wants to turn
family upside down! WHY? What's wrong with the man
being the head? Why do people want so desperately for
women to lead? People call it 50/50, but it's not—God
says women rule. Children also browbeat their par-
ents and end up oppressing the family. But if someone
is going to rule anyhow, why not have it Gop’s way?

Satan the devil wants to turn families upside
down. He passionately hates God’s way. He rebelled
against it and is committed to destroying every-
thing God is doing!

That spirit will be removed in the Millennium.
Christ will not have individuals in His Family who
desire upside-down government. Twisted families
will not exist—they will be replaced by God-plane
relationships! God’s new civilization won’t work with
upside-down families—with men who won'’t lead and
women who are determined to lead! How much more
must we see before we deeply realize it won’t work?

How much do you LOVE the I AM government? Do
you husbands love being the head of the family? Do
you wives love submitting to your husbands?

After my wife’s death, I received a condolence card
from alocal elder I knew in the wca. Today, he is with
one of the Laodicean churches. I asked myself, Why
isn’t he in the Philadelphia Church of God?

I remember counseling him and his wife at one
point years ago in the wce when they were having
problems with their teenaged son; they came to me for
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counsel, which I thought was very positive. I believe I
clearly saw what the problem was: They weren’t admin-
istering aloving government to their son as they should,
and with the right structure of government, with the
father taking the lead. When I told them this, as gently
as I possibly could, I got a strong feeling that they didn’t
like it. I prayed they would, because I believe God
guided me to see that this man needed to take the lead
more than what he was doing. But I didn'’t see a change,
and before long, I was transferred to another area.

I remember one sermon that minister gave in
which he mocked the idea of wives following Sarah’s
example in 1 Peter 3:6, when she called her husband
“lord.” But I'm certain that their marriage would have
been wonderful if he and his wife would have just
acted like Abraham and Sarah! (I don’t believe we
have to use the word lord in our marriages—we show
respect for that office differently today. But I'm talk-
ing about an attitude.)

Why do so many people think they have to tinker
with marriage as God designed it? That is why soci-
ety is so upside down!

The big problem the men have is LOVING THEIR
WwIVES, and the big problem the women have is sus-
MITTING TO THEIR HUSBANDS.

Was it easy for Sarah to call Abraham lord? Not at
all. I'm sure she remembered his weaknesses: the
time he feared the pharaoh and lied about her not
being his wife; and though she was in on it, I'm sure
the episode with having a son by Hagar didn’t lead
her to respect him more. Carnally, she could have
had all those images in her mind and said, “You
mean to tell me I should call that clod lord?”

You can pick any man’s character apart! We are
all clods! But Sarah also reverenced the office. She
believed it was an office of God. And she must be one
of the “first ladies” of the Bible, if not THE First Lady.
Otherwise, why would Peter have used her example?

She tried hard to submit to her husband as Christ
submitted to our Father.

Abraham was called the father of the faithful. He
would not be such a towering example in Scripture if
he abused Sarah. Obviously he had to overcome his
weaknesses, but he did it in faith. He wanted to do
everything RIGHT, just as the I Am said!

Because this husband-and-wife team submit-
ted to God, He can use their examples to teach us.
Husbands can aspire to be like Abraham, and wives
like Sarah, as we submit to the I AM. What beautiful
marriages that makes, and what a beautiful founda-
tion upon which to set the Earth back on course.

Letme give another specific example. Occasionally
we see a young woman in the Church wearing some-
thing inappropriate, so tight as if she was just poured

continued on page 16 »
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- Excavating in

Three Herbert W. Armstrong College students assisted Dr. Eilat Mazar
in the second phase of an excavation uncovering what is believed to be
King David’s palace. Here is their report.

By Edwin Trebels, Brent Nagtegaal and Jeremy Cocomise

HEgBERT W. ARMSTRONG HAD A CLOSE
partnership with archeologist Dr. Benjamin Mazar in
the early 1970s on a project to excavate in Jerusalem
from the southern wall of the Temple Mount south-
ward. Over more than a decade, hundreds of
Ambassador College students volunteered during the
summer. Mr. Armstrong and Dr. Mazar cultivated a
close friendship and respect for each other over those
years. Mr. Armstrong’s close ties with Dr. Mazar also
led to numerous other friendships in Israel, including
with many high-ranking government officials.

After Mr. Armstrong died in 1986, the Worldwide
Church of God lost interest in the project. When
Benjamin Mazar died in 1995, the same would have
been true for the archeological community, were it
not for Mazar’s granddaughter, Eilat, who is also an
archeologist.

In 2005, a team led by Eilat
Mazar uncovered massive walls (on
average 2 yards thick and extending
30 yards)—believed to be the pal-
ace of King David. One year later,
the three of us, as students from
Herbert W. Armstrong College,
went to Israel to help with the pal-
ace excavation’s second phase.

On Oct. 18, 2006, we left the
United States, accompanied by
Dean of Students Stephen Flurry,
to not only excavate this significant
structure, but also to revive Mr. Armstrong’s legacy.

Brent Nagtegaal

THE DAILY D1G
On a daily basis we found small artifacts such as
coins and figurines amid the slew of pottery from
many different eras.

Significant parts had been previously excavated in
the 1920s by the archaeologist R.A.S. Macalister. We

14

(Left to right) Edwin Trebels,
Dr. Eilat Mazar, Jeremy Cocomise,

could distinguish between the previously excavated
ground and untouched, raw soil by the mix of pot-
tery, metal and glass we found in it. The color of the
soil was also different.

The dig site was separated between two main
areas and another small section adjoining the first
phase. Each of the main sections had a supervisor
and an assistant. They were knowledgeable arche-
ologists possessing various areas of expertise.

On a day-to-day basis, the quantity of the support-
ing crew on the site varied between 30 and 85 people;
15 to 20 people, ourselves included, excavated the
area using pick-axes, shovels and brushes. The oth-
ers took the filled buckets out of the field, where the
buckets were emptied and hauled away by tractors.
Also, a small group of people washed pottery, looking
for inscriptions or anything that would date the exca-
vated areas. The significant find-
ings were photographed, labeled
and cataloged.

Most of the crew considered the
work as nothing more than a job.
Besides these employed laborers
there were also volunteers who par-
ticipated on a regular basis. The
volunteers varied from high school
youth to archeology students.

The workforce consisted of Jews,
Palestinians and a few Christians—
us. Their level of religious commit-
ment varied. Some prayed before and after meals
or even on a rug in the middle of the excavation;
others, not at all. The prayers from the surrounding
Muslim mosques, including the Al-aqsa mosque,
echoed through the Kidron Valley alongside us sev-
eral times a day.

We maintained a busy schedule with the excava-
tion, online college classes and normal daily activities.
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We started at 6:30 each morning and finished at 2:30,
with a half-hour lunch and two 10-minute breaks dur-
ing the day. We worked five days a week, from Sunday
to Thursday. Being in a city comprised mainly of Jews,
the Sabbath is kept by a large portion of the population,
which was a refreshing adjustment for us. Having a day
to prepare for the Sabbath was a wonderful blessing.

THE FINDS

Four months of digging uncovered 300 square meters
just outside the original Jerusalem in the city of
David. We excavated large walls, Mikvot (purifica-
tion pools), cisterns, ancient floors, bucketloads of
significant pottery and several interesting artifacts.
The finds are currently being examined to date them
and unveil their full significance.

We removed the large rocks that covered a third of
the site. Most of the rocks were too large to be carried
off and therefore had to be broken with sledgeham-
mers. Under these rocks, about 2 to 4 feet of soil was
left before we hit bedrock. We also dismantled walls
of later periods that were built on top of the ear-
lier buildings. These walls were 6 to 8 feet tall. After
removing each layer of stones, we did a thorough
check to ensure that we did not remove more-ancient
walls. We often found coins in the walls that gave a
fairly accurate construction date of the walls.

One of the most significant finds was a crushed
limestone floor covering large portions of the bedrock.
This floor has been dated to the Jebusite or pre-Jebusite
reign, the rulers of Jerusalem prior to King David.

One of the two areas had been excavated much
faster then the other because most of it was previ-
ously uncovered by Macalister. We did not have to be
as careful in this area because most parts were what
is called a “modern fill,” which is when an excavated
area is refilled with previously removed mixed soil.
The other half of the excavation, for whatever reason,
was surprisingly never touched by Macalister, who
excavated the surrounding area that was much larger
than our current dig site.

We also located the connecting point between the
palace walls—now discovered to be about 7 meters
wide—and the famous stepstone structure, exca-
vated in the 1960s by Kathleen Kenyon. The stepstone
structure is the foundation previously thought to
support the fortress of Zion, but now it seems clear
that it was the support for King David’s palace.

Dr. Mazar, at one point, said this “is one of the finest
moments in Jerusalem archeology. ... We will let the
stones speak for themselves.” Dr. Mazar is confident
despite the skepticism from some outside archeologists.

PuBLISHING DR. BENJAMIN MAZAR
We also worked together with Dr. Mazar on another

ROYAL VISION | May-June 2007

=
=
Z 8
=¥
@ 8
Z2
>
ﬂ
>
e}
=<1

(Top) map of Jerusalem’s old city; (inset) the stepstone
structure that is believed to be the foundation for King
David’s palace; (middle) Dr. Eilat Mazar gives Stephen
Flurry a tour of the dig site; (bottom) a view of the
entire site for the second phase.
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project outside of the exca-
vation. Dr. Mazar feels
a personal obligation to
publish the findings of the
Temple Mount excavations
conducted by her grandfa-
ther. These were the exca-
vations conducted with the Dy Filat Mazar
help of Ambassador College

students under Mr. Armstrong. She had already pub-
lished these findings in scientific journals for the
archeological audience. Now, she asked us to help
her produce content for a website for a larger audi-
ence. We worked with Ben Gordon, an employee of
Dr. Mazar and a student pursuing his Master’s degree
in archeology, who helps her with publishing. We
produced and presented content for three of the exca-
vated buildings. This assignment included writing a
building description, summarizing the key areas of
importance of each building and selecting pictures
and maps to visualize the findings.

As Eilat Mazar continues the legacy of her grand-
father, we continue the legacy of Mr. Armstrong. This
project further strengthened the “iron bridge,” as an
Israeli official once termed it, between God’s Work
and Jerusalem archeology.

This “is one
of the finest
moments in

Jerusalem
archeology”

HOPE FOR JERUSALEM

The weather was also of great importance to the
excavation process. Contrary to weather forecasts,
the days canceled due to rain were few. Even though
we excavated during the wet season, the rain did not
slow the excavation down much at all. It is clear that
God answered the prayers of His people in giving us
weather contrary to normal conditions.

We answered questions about the Church, col-
lege and our beliefs daily. People were very inter-
ested in what we believe. Following Paul’s example
in becoming all things to all men was one of our
daily guidelines.

Similar to the other societies of modern-day Israel,
people in the Jewish state largely ignore world events
and carry on with their daily activities as if everything
will be fine tomorrow. Seeing how much this nation
is asleep has shown us the need for the message of
warning and hope to reach the people of Judah.

We are very grateful for having had the oppor-
tunity to volunteer and know it was an honor to
be part of this project. We saw the Mount of Olives
every day, reminding us that the most significant
event in the universe is about to take place. It was
sad to witness the current situation in Israel but
inspiring to know that Jesus Christ will soon return
to bring the only kingdom of peace to this Earth,
starting right here in Jerusalem. L
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into her clothes. When I see that, I have to wonder, Is
that a wife or is that a daughter of somebody? Usually
it gets back to a problem with the man.

It could be that the individual is new in the Church
and doesn’t know any better. But something is wrong
with the thinking. It must change. That will not exist
in the World Tomorrow.

When Christ told us in Ephesians 5 how to make a
marriage work, He was thinking about our marriage
to Him! At the end of that passage, Paul wrote, I'm
not even really talking about a physical marriage; I'm
talking about Christ and the Church (verse 32).

God designed and established the family, with
its government structure, to bring us into the very
Family of God. It is meant to help us set the founda-
tion of the Earth on its course. Men arrogantly push
that government aside and think they have better
ideas! But their ways have ALways failed! Whether
angel or man, anybody who has ever tried a different
way has ALWAYS FAILED!

If you don’t have that vision in your marriage, you
have nothing. If you don't realize it is a type of our
marriage to Jesus Christ and work to make it like the
Bride and Jesus Christ, it will not be a godly marriage.

Do you think like the I AM regarding marriage and
family?

The I AM said, I do NOTHING of myself! He submit-
ted to His Father perfectly! What a great and wonder-
ful God! How worthy of worship!

Christ said, My Father and I are one (John 10:30).
From the beginning, the I Am said, when you marry, I
want you to leave your mother and father, and I want
you to become ONE FLESH. ONE! Not tearing each
other apart, but loving each other as the Father and
Son love each other!

That is how we will build tomorrow’s civilization.
That is the family government that will make the
World Tomorrow work!

What if a husband and wife brought that I Am
humility into their marriage? Imagine both spouses
saying, with all their heart and mind and being, I
do nothing of myself—if I find myself doing it, I will
change. You know they could only have a beautiful
marriage!

Our children should be following with this same
attitude. How beautiful could a family be with chil-
dren who said, Everything I do, I try to please my
father and mother.

We all have a long way to go before we would
perfectly exhibit such an attitude. When I study the
Gospel of John, I get corrected by it. God has shown
me things I must change in my life. T hope the same is
true of all of us, because unless we are changing, we
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cannot fulfill our incredible human potential!

How T0o BE HAPPY
John 13 depicts Jesus Christ instituting the footwash-
ing ceremony—a beautiful ordinance of humility.

When Christ started to wash Peter’s feet, Peter
resisted. But Christ said, “If I wash thee not, thou
hast no part with me” (John 13:8). This is speaking
spiritually: If we don’t humble ourselves and allow
Christ to lead us, we have no part with Him. We will
die in our sins.

After the ceremony, Christ said, “Know ye what I
have done to you? Ye call me Master and Lord: and
ye say well; for so I AM” (verses 12-13). I'm your Master
and I'm your Lord. I'm the I Am.

“If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your
feet; ye also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I
have given you an example, that ye should do as I
have done to you” (verses 14-15). Christ repeatedly
emphasized this message: Follow my example.

Christ set us an example of suffering. When we fol-
low Christ, we too will have to suffer at times (1 Peter
2:21). We are to follow in His steps. That is how we
build the character to rule with Him as His Bride.

Only those firstfruits who are called before
Christ’s Second Coming will have that honor.

But notice here what it says. “Verily, verily, I say
unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord;
neither he that is sent greater than he that sent him.
If ye know these things, HAPPY ARE YE IF YE DO THEM”
(verses 16-17).

HAPPY ARE YOU! If you really submit to the great I
Aw, it will make you happy!

If you conduct your marriage, or any other aspect
of your life, according to the law of God, | GUARANTEE
IT WILL MAKE YOU HAPPY!

In the midst of a sore trial, there may be a certain
sadness there. But if you keep the law, you will have
an underlying HAPPINESS. Jesus Christ spoke these
words just before He was CRUCIFIED! He knew He was
about to be marred and savaged more than any man
had been—and He was telling His disciples how to
be HAPPY! What discipline and concentration He had.
He warned them about rough times ahead, but far
more importantly, He instructed them on how to be
happy. That is rather amazing.

The I AM was happy. TO BE ABLE TO BE THAT WAY
WHEN HE WAS JUST HOURS AWAY FROM BEING PHYSI-
CALLY SHREDDED—THAT IS A DEEP HAPPINESS! How
could a man just hours away from that truly be
happy? He explained how.

“Now I tell you before it come, that, when it is come
to pass, ye may believe that I Am ..."” (verse 19). He had
His mind on the crucifixion, but He also had His
mind on what would happen to His disciples beyond
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that crucifixion. I'm going through all this that you
might BELIEVE, He said. He wanted to build their
faith—and our faith.

The great majestic I AM died for you and me. Now
He wants some serious sacrificing from us.

Christ wants us today to really BELIEVE that the
great I AM heads this Church! He wants us to be sub-
missive to Him, because if we walk away, we will die
in our sins. But if we FoLLow HiMm—know His truth
and Do it—we will be HAPPY! Even in our trials, we
will have an underlying happiness.

When I look at the pcG today, I can say we are not
as HAPPY as we ought to be. We ought to become hap-
pier. All of us can grow in that. The great I Am tells
you that if you submit to the Father the way He does,

you will be happy!

“[O]ne star differeth from anoth-
er star in glory” (1 Corinthians 15:41).
Some stars are greater and more lumi-
nous than others. God really wants
us to have a lot of glory! He wants you
to have the most “star glory” possible
when you are a God Being.

But even today, we should shine
with a certain glory. Our faces should
shine with happiness!

Isaiah 3:9 describes how, because of
Israel’s sins, “The shew of their coun-
tenance doth witness against them.”
Look around, and you see many

When I look at
the PCG today,
I can say we are
not as happy as
we ought to be.
This great I Am
tells you that if
you submit to
the Father the
way He does,

unhappy people in this world—people
in the bonds of sin.

We in God’s Church should radiate
something entirely different!

I believe that, in a general way, we may be able to
determine how much star quality and brightness we
will have in the future by how much our face shines
today in happiness and joy.

God wants to make you happy. He has command-
ed that you be happy! And He has instructed us in
exactly how to achieve that: “If ye know these things,
happy are ye if ye do them.”

Conducting your life God’s way makes you HAPPY!
And you'll never be happy any other way. Women
will never be happy in marriage until they submit.
Men will never be happy until they love their wives
as Christ loved the Church. That is a guarantee.

you will be
happy!

BETRAYAL
At Christ’s final Passover, the devil was right there.
“And supper being ended, the devil having now put
into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray
him” (John 13:2).

Satan is always sitting right there trying to put
thoughts in your mind. If you are sinning, if your
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this Word! And

practice it in our
marriages, and
in our families,

relations with
other people in

the Church and “Tesus of Nazareth.” “Jesus saith unto

marriage is upside down, he has an open conduit
and can put damaging thoughts in your mind. That
is what he did to Judas, and convinced him to betray
the Son of the living God.

In the midst of the footwashing ceremony, “Jesus
saith to [Peter]|, He that is washed needeth not save to
wash his feet, but is clean every whit: and ye are clean,
but not all. For he knew who should betray him; there-
fore said he, Ye are not all clean. ... I speak not of you
all: I know whom I have chosen: but that the scripture
may be fulfilled, He that eateth bread with me hath
lifted up his heel against me” (verses 10-11, 18).

There will always be someone who hates us and
finds this message offensive. We will never get com-
pletely away from that fact as long as human nature
is around.

In this end time, we have seen people monstrously
betray Jesus Christ on this scale; we
were trying to disseminate the mes-
sage of Christ, and they played the
role of antichrist—taking us to court
for doing so!

After their supper together, Christ
and the disciples went to the garden
of Gethsemane, where Judas had led
a band of men to capture Him. Notice,
Judas was right there with those
thugs—a dangerous place for him to
be (John 18:5).

Christ asked these men whom they
were seeking, and they answered,

We must eat

live it, and

and in our

the world.

them, TaMm...” (verse 5).

Notice: The word he was again
added by translators. Christ spoke His name as the
God of the Old Testament! He told them, I Am. I Am
the authority and the government of the Old Testament
you've read about in your Bible. That's me!

And see what happened: “As soon then as he had
said unto them, I aMm ..., they went backward, and fell
to the ground”! (verse 6). These Jews staggered and
FELL OVER!

THAT SAME BEING 1S THE HEAD OF THIS CHURCH.
That truth ought to stagger us at times!

You must know where you are. You won'’t be moti-
vated to give your life to God—even sacrifice it and
die, if necessary—if you don't know where the I Am
is! You must prove that truth. Most of God’s people
today refuse to do so.

The Jews knew that this God was a God of authori-
ty! They knew He ruled Israel, and they fell over back-
ward! Sometimes this mighty God could get tough
with the people of Israel, and it scared them—though
not for long; they still wouldn’t submit to Him.

This is the same God who will rule in the World
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Tomorrow. We will be assisting Him, ruling with a rod
of iron. If someone begins to depart from God’s law,
we will not negotiate about it—we will put things right!

We must submit to the I AM today, or we won't be
prepared to be a part of His future government. Are
we willing to have a humble, footwashing attitude
today before the grandeur of the [ Am?

EAT JESUS CHRIST

Jesus Christ—the I AM—understands and imple-
ments God’s government perfectly. We can learn so
much from His perfect example.

Christ said, “For I came down from heaven, not
to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent
me” (John 6:38). We need to let this mind be in us, so
we too can live in perfect agreement with the I Am
government.

Here is how Christ expressed this concept: “I am
the living bread which came down from heaven: if
any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: and
the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give
for the life of the world. ... As the living Father hath
sent me, and I live by the Father: so he that eateth me,
even he shall live by me” (verses 51, 57).

These words are so profound! The I Am LIVED by
the L1vVING FATHER! And if we eat Him, we will act
and live just as the I AM did—in perfect accord with
His government. The I AM must be ALIVE IN USs! So
we too say, I do NOTHING of myself—as the Father has
taught me, so I do.

As we submit in that way, the Father comes alive,
and we know we're SONS OF Gop! What a wonderful
blessing it is to bring the Father alive! Then we know
we will be BORN into the Family of God and look like
and be like the great God of the Bible! Never were the
angels called begotten sons of God!

We must bring the Father ALIVE, because the whole
FAMILY OF GOD CONCEPT REVOLVES AROUND THE
FatHER! The world knows nothing about the Father;
the Laodiceans know little or nothing about the Father.
They refuse to submit to the Father as the I Am did.

“This is that bread which came down from heaven:
not as your fathers did eat manna, and are dead: he
that eateth of this bread shall live for ever” (verse 58).
Physical manna only brings death; eating the I Am
brings eternal LIFE!

We must EAT this Word! And LIVE 1T, and PRACTICE
IT IN OUR MARRIAGES, and in our FAMILIES, and in our
relations with OTHER PEOPLE in the Church and the
world. EAT 1T UP! As we do, the Father comes alive to
us! Our marriages come ALIVE! Our families come
ALIVE! AND GOD’S NEW CIVILIZATION COMES ALIVE!
Soon we will be teaching these inspiring truths to
all the world! How beautiful and wonderful and how
blessed we are.
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THis IS LIFE!

Still, this is not an easy saying to accept. Many who
heard Christ say it couldn’t accept it (verses 59-60).
Many of His disciples turned away, just as they have
today. They didn’t really want the truth of God.

“When Jesus knew in himself that his disciples
murmured at it, he said unto them, Doth this offend
you?” (verse 61). Does this offend you?

Some of these things are hard. It’s hard to straight-
en out a marriage. When my wife and I first married,
I can honestly tell you we had serious work to do.
Trust me, you are not starting any further back than
we did! We had to change in order to survive. But
what a blessing it was as we worked through those
difficulties, and changed, and submitted ourselves
to the I AM government! With God’s help, we came to
have a beautiful, harmonious marriage.

God calls the lowly of the world. Only the lowly
have enough humility to listen to Him! Everyone else
is too concerned about their own beauty or reputa-
tion or material interests. If we have the humility
to submit to God, He can teach us how to make our
marriages right and to straighten out our lives! The
fruits of God’s way of life are incredibly wonderful.

Christ continued, “It is the spirit that quickeneth;
the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak
unto you, they are spirit, and they are life” (verse 63).
How true that is! God’s words are LIFE!

“But there are some of you that believe not. For
Jesus knew from the beginning who they were that
believed not, and who should betray him” (verse
64). Those who don't believe God can become pretty
nasty and seek to betray Christ. Some people accuse
us of being a cult. Many Laodicean groups advise
people to attend with any group except ours. God
says they are fighting Christ!

“And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no
man can come unto me, except it were given unto
him of my Father” (verse 65). We wouldn't be here
if not for our Father. He looked down, examined
our lives, and individually selected each one of us.
Jesus Christ didn’t get to select you—THE FATHER
did that. After perhaps years of analyzing and
examining your behavior and your potential, the
Father finally chose you to marry His Son! God is
deeply involved in who will marry His BELOVED,
ONLY BEGOTTEN SON! -

Don't ever forget that beginning! Don't ever forget
what was in the mind of your Father when He called
you. There is no greater honor in the Bible, and never
will be, than the honor we have to marry the Son of
God! Don't let this opportunity slip away.

The amazing thing is how many people have let it
slip. “From that time many of his disciples went back,
and walked no more with him” (verse 66). Many
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just turned away from this. The same has happened
today. It is almost routine.

“Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go
away?” (verse 67). Jesus Christ saw many of His dis-
ciples turn away, but He didn't go chasing them. He
turned to those who remained loyal, and asked Peter
and all those men, “Will you also go away?”

“Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom
shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life. And
we believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, the
Son of the living God” (verses 68-69). There’s only one
hope; there’s only one way! Peter said. THIS 1S LIFE!
Everything else is just a chemical existence—it is
nothing! But THIS 1S LIFE—eternal life that will get
you beyond the grave! This is what you were born for!

The most regretful people ever will be the people
of God who turned away from this honor of all hon-
ors! For all eternity, the Bride of Christ will possess
tremendous honor and splendor—and those people
who rebelled will realize they could have been a part
of that but were not.

We are right on the threshold of the wonderful
World Tomorrow! Those now begotten of God are
about to be BORN as sons of God and become the
Bride of Jesus Christ! You will work directly with
Christ to usher in a new civilization! It should have
been here 6,000 years ago, but man had a better
idea—and today we see the results of that monstrous
delusion.

The Word became the Son of God! He is the I Am!
And we are to be born into the God Family! Our
raiment will shine like the light and our faces like
the sun! Always keep that transcendent potential
in mind! What an honor it is. How privileged and
blessed we are to have the opportunity to be the
Bride of Jesus Christ, and to place the foundations of
the Earth on course for the first time since man was
created! What a world it will be, and what a beautiful
future all mankind has!

We have it ALL! God has given us EVERYTHING!
We are the most blessed people on this Earth A MIL-
LION TIMES OVER! We know exactly why this Earth is
so plagued with problems and how God is going to
solve them. We know this planet is about to change
and that we are about to take on God’s shining glory
because today we submitted to the I Am! That is a
wonderful, wonderful calling.

This is wonderful understanding from the Bible
that our Husband is giving us. He is working dili-
gently to prepare us to MARRY HiMm! And though we
have much work yet to do, He still already considers
us His wife—even today! He looks upon that mar-
riage as being already consummated. How positive
and filled with hope He is! Nothing can stop us from
that future! [ |
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